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Even an eye operation that
nearly impaired his eyesight at
the age of fowr couldn’t deter
Bloemfontein Celtic's budding
midfielder Moses Molkwena
from realising his dream of
playing top-flight football.

“We were playing in the
street, one of the boys tackled
me from hehind and my face
plunged into the corner of a
brick on the ground.” Mokwe-
na reflected on how he got the
conspicuousgashonhiseye.

The severe injuy. however,
did not discourage the former
Orlando Pirates development
player as he always dreamt of
playing professional football.

Mokwena, 21, feels indebted
to his mother Kgahliso Mok-

ena for always taking care of
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Eye injury fails to
dampen his spirits

Mokwena surveys
promised land

him after sustaining the eye in-
jury.

“People thinkk I can'i see
properly, but I see everything,
it'slikenothing happened.”

The pint-sized dribbling wiz-
ard hails from Daveyton on the
IEast Rand. He is optimistic he
will soon break into the first
team of Phunya Sele Sele.

“It's a matter of time before I
play for the senior side. I joined
Celtic from Pirates late last
year. I'm originally from Gaut-
eng, [ don't see myself staying
inthe Free State forlong.

“Tam fighting hard to play for
ateambackhome,” noted Molk-
wena, who played a pivotal role
in Celtic heing crowned the
2018/19 MultiChoice Diski
Challenge champions and
carningatripto London.

Despite his small stature,
Mokwena is not scared to take
on defenders through his tacti-

calawarencssandagility.

At Pirates, the young
Molkwena used to play with the
likes of Lyle Foster, who's now
plying his trade in France with
Monaco.

“I think my strength is my
dribbling skills, [ am relying on
thattogo far. Seeing Foster play
abroad motivates me because I
usedtoadvisehimasT'molder.

“We had astrong pariership
at Pirates. I created alot of goals
forthatboy,”stated Mokwena.
M Ndebele is in London as a quesl of
MultiChoice
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Bloemfontein Celtic MDC midfielder
Moses Mokwena is eyeing a bigger stage.

Soccer
Fixtures

Africa Cup of Nations
qualifier

Today: Libya v South Africa
{Stade Taieb Mniriin Sfax,
Tunisia, 7pm).

2020 Japan Olympics
qualifier preliminary
round,second leg:

Tuesday: SA U23 v Angola U23
(Wits Stadium, Milpark. 7pm)
Nedbank Cup quarterfinals
Wednesday: Cape Umoya
United v TS Galaxy (Athlcne,
730pm).

Saturday: Bloemfcntein Celticv
Golden Arrows (Dr Molemela,
3pm); Bidvest Wits v Chippa
United Sunday, March 31: Kaizer
Chiefs v Cape Town City
(Mbombela, 3pm).

Absa Premiership

Friday: April 5: Maritzburg
United v Bloemfontein Celtic
(Harry Gwala, Bpm).

Saturday, April 6: Highlands
Park v Free State Stars (Makhu-
long); Bidvest Wits v Orlando
Pirates (Wits. Milpark). Golden
Arrows v Cape Town City (Sugar
Ray Xulu). all at 3pm; Kaizer
Chiefs v Baroka (FNB,6pm);
AmaZulu v Chippa United (King
Zwelithini, 815pm).

Sunday, April 8:Mamelodi
Sundowns v SuperSport United
(Loftus); Polokwane City v Black
Leopards (Peter Mokaba), both
at3pm.




