WWI demise of
616 men relived

Mendi Bell would (ell us exn-
cily what happenced on that
fateful day over 100 years ago
when 616 black South Afriean
men perishoed al sea.

On February 21 1917, the 85
Mendi collided with o cargo
ship in the English Channel
amd sunk. The passengers
were from Cape Town (o ling-
land, and were on their way to
France to fight in World Win 1
on the side of {he British.

But for author Fred Khuma-

o, the vetun of the bell from
OK to SA on Monday marked
a vital milestone in preserving
the memory of the deceased.

On Tuesday. British Prime
Minister Theresa May handed
aver the bell to President Cyzil

amaphosa during a cere-
mony in Cape Town.
of the M
ileets the unvelenting bravery
of hundreds of blacl men wha
“oft their home country and

milies io go and fight in a
war that was in fact not even
theirs to fight. The ship was
carrying more than 800 men.

Reflecting on the bell’s re-
turn, Khumalo. whose novel
Dancing the Death Drill is
based on the tragedy, said the
handover was significant. “At
a very symbolic point, this will

Britain Prime Minister Theresa May and President Cyril Ramaphosa take part In the ceremony to hand

over ihie bell of the 58 Mendi in Cape Towr on Tugsday. | MIKE HUTCHINGS / POOL/ AFP

bring closure to a very sad
Saplerol owel

He said this was also an op-
portunity for Seuth Africans
to learm about the imporfant
history behind the shipwreele.

Khumale said despite this
being one of the worst naval
disasters in SA history: mosf
people were not aware of if be-
cause it was poorly docuumnen-
ted. Al a practical level the re-
turn of the bell is an excuse for
us to spealt about the history.”

Khumalo said as a young

< tales about the S8 Mendi

ol mouth but that most people
thought it was a legend.

He said seeing their graves
in Franee while visiting the
country  some  years haclk
helped him rvealise that 88
Mendiwasnot fiction.

He said the siory of Mendi
vas also significant in convey-
ing the hidden hisiory of more
than 24000 black men who
participated in the WiV

Iwnalo’s hoole is not the on-

ell back home

v way inwhich l]'us pat of 5A

tion's highest pm.xdonual order
ol conuage s hears the name
Mendi. Lura Foot's play Uknt-
shona ko Meadi ... Did We Dance?
was alsoveleased in 2012,

The bell had been lving
beneath the sea for decades
after ihe hendi sanls and was
discovered by divers recently.
Khumalo said the relic was
later delivered to the BBC and
research confivined thatitwas
indeed the S8 Mendi bell.
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May promises
investment boost

2y Thaho Molione

British Prime Minister Therve-
sa May has asswed 2A that
her government’s looming exit
from the European Undon will
nol affect trade relations be-
tween the two countries.

May has also conumitted to
lohhying British companies to
help President Cyril
Runaphosa achieve his $i00-
hillion (Ri.4-trillion) tacget for
foreign divect invesimeni,

Mar made these announce-
ments al a joint press briefing
with Ramaphosa ai the prasi-
dentinl office of Twynbuys in
Cape Town as part of her [irst
fto SA.

The Pritish prime miz
added thal her guvernmend
was determined to make the
UK the number one investor
on (he Aflrican continent
among the G7 - the seven most
industrialised economies.

As of last vear. the UK was
SA’s sixth Jargest global trad-
ing partner with total trade at
R79.5-bn.

With the UK set to exit the
LU trade bloc hy March 2019,
May's government signed an
agreement on Tuesday with
couniries in the Southern
African  Customs  Union
(Saeu) to ensure trada velations
with the UK are not affected
onee “Broxit” happens

“We'va agreed that as the
Ul prepaves to leave the E(T
we musi think about how lo
grow that trade in the future.

“So. today. as you've just wit-
nessed: we've signed the joint
temeni wiih 8A b
bigue  Borsw: nibii.
Lesotho and eSwatini {former-
Iy Swaziland) to enjoy the pro-
visions of the region’s current
trade deal with the EU contin-
ue after this agreement no
longerapplied (o the UK.

“This important step will
provide the strong foundations
on which we can build a closer
{rade and investment partaer-
ship in (he future that brings
even greater henefit for hoth
sides. My ambition is for the
UK to he the number one G7
investor in Afvica hy 2022

Ramaphosa said he wel-
comed the UK’s commitment
to help achieve his St00-hn in-
vesiment  campai which
was due {o be discussed with
British companies tavelling
with May at an investment
round table in Cape Town Iai-
eron Tuesday.

{owrism.
“We also confimed our

wish that the negoti
the UK's exit from the Buro-
pean Union arve concluded ina
manner that restores stabiliiy
1o economic and financinl
markets.” Ramaphosa said.
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He said seeing their graves
in France while visiting the
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Mendi wis not ficiion.
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